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When the Sultan left the citadel he took with him Kasim
Bey, one of Ibn 'Othman's sons, the boy ol whom mention
has been made. The Sultan had given him a special outfit
and ornaments, and ordered him to go with the troops, and
to stand, when in action, under the Royal Standard. It was
said that Ibn 'Othman was uneasy about this boy, and that
the majority of his soldiers were favourably inclined towards
him, and said that if Sellm Shah were defeated they had no
one but their master's son to succeed him.

The same day there was a report that the Ruler of Rhodes
had sent the Sultan a thousand musketeers, and a number
of ships containing powder ; that these ships had entered the
port of Damietta ; and that they were sent by the Ruler of
Rhodes to help the Sultan of Egypt against Ibn 'Othman,
who had designs upon Egypt. But nothing came of this ; it
was mere idle rumour without foundation.

When the Sultan went out to Raidaniyyeh it was said that
he would proceed to Salihiyyeh to meet Ibn 'Othman's
[93] forces, but the Amirs prevented his going, telling him
that fighting would only take place between them at
Raidaniyyeh.

The merchants began to transfer their goods from the
shops in the market into secret places for safe keeping, but
none of their goods escaped. On that day -most people
removed from the suburbs and went into Cairo, and lived
there.

The well-to-do people moved their belongings to the
monasteries, schools, and burial-grounds, and to the houses of
the common folk in the grazing grounds for safe keeping ; but
none of their property escaped, as will be seen later.

At the end of this year Shihab! Al.imed Ibn al-Amlr
Asnbagha al-Tayyari died; he was formerly Chief of the
Guards, and belonged to a family of chiefs. He was a
venerable and excellent chief; he was nearly 90 when he
died, and one of the oldest inhabitants of the land.

On Thursday, the 22nd, news came that Ibn 'Othman